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daughter of count Baldwin of Hainan!I:, brother-in-law and
vassal of the count of Flanders, who had no children of his
own. Philip of Alsace gave his niece as her dowry a group of
fiefs in western Flanders, including the important towns of
Arras and Saint-Omer, which later became known as Artois.
At present he kept them in his own hands, for he purposed to
direct everything in the king's name; Philip II had other
intentions, and their ultimate addition to the royal domain
was one of the fruitful results of his early policy. The
marriage took place in April 1180, and the young queen was
crowned by the archbishop of Sens instead of by the arch-
bishop of Rhcims, whose right it- was. This was the final
insult to the house of Blois. Adela and her brothers appealed
to Henry II for help, and the king of England and his eldest
son eame to France with an army. But the unexpected
happened; Henry and Philip met at Gisors in June and
there renewed the treaty of amity concluded in 1177. Philip
could now rely on Henry's protection, at any rate on his
benevolent neutrality. Henry looked on, in the attitude of
the old stager seeing that the plucky ••-..._•-» 7 has fair play;
and certainly he had no cause for liking Blois or Flanders.
But, as everyone else, he was misled by the immediate pros-
pect, Philip had the longer vision and he turned to account
the foibles of his elders, who became the steps on the ladder
by which he mounted to his ultimate triumph.
All these events happened while Louis VII was still alive,
^kilip had emancipated himself from the control of his mother
with English an^ ^cr family, had used and discarded the count of Flanders,
help	and was making decisions and signing charters as if he were
the sole king. When his father died in September 1180, the
powers that he had provoked came together against him.
The moving spirit was Philip of Alsace, who realised that the
treaty of Gisors had frustrated his expectations; and the
wound thus inflicted by the boy king on his self-esteem could
only be healed by a satisfactory revenge. The house of Blois
was deeply offended, too, and was persuaded into a meeting
in May 1181, where a powerful league was formed; besides
the counts of Flanders and Ilainault and the three surviving
brothers of the house of Blois, * the duke of Burgundy and
1 Count Henry of C!uin-.pajni-. had just died, and his son Henry seems
to have played no part in the conspiracy.

